Minutes from Michaelmas III

Chair: can proxy votes be emailed in beforehand to the chair. Preferably as soon as possible but before the meeting. Before speaking, can the name and constituency be stated first and any questions and amendments to motions be given after the first speech.
1. Objections to the order of items on the agenda
None
2. Corrections to the minutes of the last Council meeting
None
3. Matters arising from the minutes of the last Council meeting
People’s voting motion- to be discussed in point 11
4. Date, time and venue of upcoming Council meeting
Same location and time in a fortnights time.
5. Announcements by committees, campaign teams and the executive
Evie, CUSU president:
Attended a NUS meeting, meeting JCR and MCRs, those that haven’t already, can sign up to meet on the google poll. There’s a rent forum on Wednesday. Helping with the goodlad sessions for womens societies and drinking societies. Also dealing with the ISOC prayer space
Matt, CUSU Education Officer
Been doing a lot of work in collaboration with Evie, attended the NUS committee and spoke in London. Dealing with the rent forum.
Emrys, CUSU Disabled Students Officer
Ill during the week so unfortunately unable to send in an accountability form but has been hosting events every evening and working on policies. All past and future events can be seen on the facebook page. Won’t be at the next meeting as will be on medical leave
Claire, CUSU Women’s Officer
Done some joint projects with the welfare campaign- Owlstreet. Helps to geolocate and visualise Cambridge through a feminist lens. All students and past students are welcome to fill out a survey for it and JCRs and MCRs have posters available to give out at welfare and women’s forums
Christine, CUSU/ GU Welfare and Rights Officer
Visited Ireland on behalf of the GU to review another GU there, as one of the only other universities to have a GU. Was giving a quality review. Mainly working on launching a campaign to end everyday racism.
Shadab, CUSU Access and Funding Officer
Has been meeting with BME on access and organising the rent campaign.
CUSU LGBT+ Campaign
Absent, but have hustings coming up and nominations for three new roles
CUSU BME Campaign
Absent
CUSU Disabled Students’ Campaign
Voting to take place for a graduate, mature students and international rep
CUSU International Students’ Campaign
Absent
CUSU Ethical Affairs campaign
It is living wage week, there’s an event on Wednesday at St Johns in the Fishers Building. Working with different unions for paid conditions. Also, a petition on period property.
Elections Committee
Alice has stepped down (see agenda). Explanation of the voting issues: Asked for electoral roll from the university but realised all freshers had been missed off. Received a new list which also had issues but received an up to date roll on Thursday with the voting opening again from 4 pm and closed last night.
6. Questions to Committees, Campaign Teams and Executives

7. Announcements by the Council
8. Discussions
9. Ordinary Policy Motions from Previous Council
Motion on drinking societies- approved and accepted into policy
10. Proposed Ordinary Action Motions
Motion to fund a portion of the cost of running CAMQUEERHISTORY’s events for LGBT+ history month
Presented by proposer, Alex Russell:
No funding is immediately available for this but is beneficial to support as it attracted the local community as well as students at the university. CUSU supporting this is in line with its constitution as it ‘ensures… the diversity of the membership is recognised’.
Question:
Joe Foye: Could the LGBT+ campaign not help fund this?
A: Yes, they are already helping cover part of the cost
Speeches against: None
Voting: Passed unanimously
11. Motion for the creation of a new liberation campaign: CUSU Class Act
Presented by proposer, Shadab Ahmed:
I want to start by reading out some quotes, from our own students, here at Cambridge.
"I once assistant stage managed a play in the ADC. I had to wear paint splattered overalls and do all these menial jobs, which was fine. However, added to the fact I sound super northern - I was made to feel so working class for the whole time I was there, spoken down to and snapped at - it got so bad I had to drop out."
"I feel deeply uncomfortable whenever conversations about money or family background arise, I have spent too much time trying to stop being ashamed of my parents, instead of being proud of them. They work just as hard as anyone else, and just wanted to provide for me." 
"People get very excited about going home for the holidays, when all I have to look forward to is some conversation with porters and a less messy kitchen." Home is not a luxury we can all afford. I was told "Cambridge students who talk about being working class just want to feel different." 
And lastly, someone being asked "How does it feel to have been given an offer because you are a token?" Whether it's the offhand comments, normalising holidays abroad, going skiing every vacation, or the derogatory remarks about cleaners, these utterances have an adverse effect on the mental health and wellbeing of the members we would seek to represent. Not only do we face socio-cultural barriers, which drive us to the periphery of the university community, socially, there is a stark attainment gap between those from a working class background, and those with privilege. We have a duty to these students, to tackle these issues at the root. We are often told that colleges are more similar than they are different, and that there are no tangible differences between them, but this cannot be further from the truth. The disparities in the provisions offered by colleges is unacceptable, and disproportionately harms those who come from working class backgrounds, where college choice can severely affect the quality of life. Class Act would work to reduce these, and ensure that the information for prospective applicants is accurate and transparent. They will also work to create safe spaces within the university for their members, whilst raising awareness of the different issues they face, so that people can reflect on what they say, and how they say it. As a liberation campaign, Class Act would disrupt the structural barriers that prevent its members from truly thriving here, whilst creating a haven to speak freely and without fear of judgement. I would hope you all vote in favour of this motion, as I believe it will take us one step closer to a liberated Cambridge, for all.
Questions:
Aberdeen Powell: Are we voting on the constitution as well as the motion?
A: the constitution is a draft which covers the things we want to work on, just voting on the motion
Joe Foye: Is most taken from CUSU council?
A: it is based on other liberation campaigns
Speeches against: None
Voting: Majority in favour, 1 abstained.
11B. Motion to endorse a referendum on the final Brexit deal

Presented by proposer: Luke Hallam
Than you to everyone that has held consultations and given feedback, it was greatly appreciated. Will try to answer any questions asked.
Questions: none
Amendments: None
Speeches against:
Downing college MCR:
Following a small survey among the members of Downing MCR, 79%of responses are in support of CUSU endorsing a second referendum, 30% are against a referendum that includes an option to remain and 22% oppose an involvement of CUSU in the campaigning.
Resulting from the numbers and the explanations given in the responses, and my direct conservations with constituents, I cannot support the motion.
What at first sounds counter intuitive given the numbers is exactly the point of why I am sceptical of the motion.
I can’t support a motion that alienates 1/5th or more of my constituents, or even 1/3rd if a remain option is still involved. Individuals who have voted Brexit and/or are against a second referendum are already facing resentment and isolation in a student community that is overwhelmingly leaning to the other side. Officially pushing their opinions aside by endorsing a peoples vote campaign will only increase those problems.
Furthermore, I am not convinced the motion and resulting campaigning would be as non-partisan as it is made out to be, as established last time. I’m not convinced the minority of opponents of a second referendum are taken seriously enough in the discussion. I’m not convinced, as are many of those who explained their negative response to this motion, that it is the place of CUSU to campaign for this nationwide issue in an official manner. I am also not convinced that the student body of Cambridge, and therefore CUSU, represents those who are most affected by a potential Brexit- the British people.
Downing MCR consists of just over 400 students, of which only 45% have home status, and the rest are either EU or overseas students. Even as a passionate European and defender of the European Idea, I can’t vote to endorse a campaign for something g that is in first instance a British question, when a majority of the students I represent would not even be eligible to vote, nor are they likely to be the most affected by the outcome of Brexit or even be living in the country at the time. I’m sure, particularly among MCRs, that this international component is too strong to be ignored.
In summary, CUSU in its duty to represent all students of Cambridge, should be extremely cautious about taking sides in any political situation, a duty that it forgets too often already. Let’s not make this mistake in this case by alienating a large proportion of students by voting for a well meant but questionable motion, and instead let us make sure that we never cease to make clear how important it is for the government to think about university students in their decision, and make a case for the importance of current EU regulations beneficial for us. But not as part of the peoples vote campaign but on a case by case basis.
Speech in favour, Gabriel Barton-Singer
I feel that international students, the lower proportion, cant make judgment on this. Peroanlly surprised that those should be more represented in the vote, rather than the majority. The council should vote for their members and not on behalf of the British electorate so it doesn’t matter whether they are able to vote or not, they can still campaign whether they are a xitizne  or not, it is a matter of ho they want to be represented.
Speeches in opposition, Claire, CUSU Women’s Officer
Will not be voting for the motion due to the time restraint on the motion. It will not allow time to work on what has been mandated. Instead, will abstain.
Question: 
Is this motion explicitly to endorse or to campaign?
A: not specifically lobbying is meant by a campaign
Joe Foye: If timing is a concern, couldn’t the motion be amended so that the education officer and president have sole responsibility, so it does not cut into other campaigns?
A (Matt, Education Officer): the education officer or the president should not be forced to lead the policy, the workload will be decided later so the vote should be based on what people think should happen and not the logistics of applying it.
Alex Russell: consulted JCRs on their general view and found not one person thought CUSU should take a stance on this and should prioritise other things, mandated to abstain.
Summary by proposer:
I have heard before the opinion that CUSU should not be involved and it’s not really their job, but I feel this misunderstands the role of CUSU Council. In fact, sabbatical officers have endorsed campaigns on national levels before and often make statements regarding things that are not directly to do with Cambridge students but apply on a wider level, so this should not stop the motion.
Voting:
Majority in favour (23), 9 abstain and 8 are against. Motion passes.
12. Any other business
Emergency motion: To Support the Peter Biar Campaign
CUSU Notes:
1. That Peter Biar Ajak, who completed his PhD in Politics at Trinity College, Cambridge last year, was arrested on unspecified charges on Saturday, July 28th 2018 in South Sudan, and continues to be held without charge at the notorious South Sudanese prison known as the Blue House.
1. That the South Sudanese constitution states that no one can be held without charge for more than 24 hours.
1. That Peter is a youth advocate for peace, encouraging peaceful dialogue between people of different ethnicities and politics in South Sudan.
1. That the majority of the Cambridge student body are unaware of Peter’s situation and are yet to take action.
1. That CUSU has a duty to protect and stand up for all members of the University.
1. That other universities that Peter is affiliated to have taken action, e.g. the marches in Washington and New York.
1. That Vice Chancellor Stephen Toope made a statement calling for Peter’s release on 4th September 2018, the University has also sent a formal request to the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention to intervene in Ajak’s case “as a matter of urgency” but since then no further University action has been taken.
CUSU Believes:
1. That freedom of expression, the right to protest and a fair trial, are fundamental human rights that must be respected.
1. That Peter is a political prisoner and should be released immediately, and should receive fair and transparent treatment in accordance with the law.
1. That the student body of Cambridge University is highly politically active, and that any commitment or encouragement of activism is significantly weakened if we fail to stand up for everybody’s right to protest, including those of our fellow students internationally.
CUSU Resolves:
1. To actively support the Free Peter Biar campaign, starting with a public statement to this effect, and affiliation with the Cambridge campaign.
1. To encourage college JCR and MCRs to support the campaign.
1. To lobby the University to continue supporting the campaign, and to step up the visibility of the campaign at the University.
1. To produce and support funding for campaign materials for the Free Peter Biar campaign
1. To maintain these efforts until Peter is released.
1. To publicise the campaign in each CUSU bulletin, including links to events, the change.org petition, and the gofundme for Peter’s lawyers.
No proposer or seconder present so Evie, CUSU president to act as proposer and Matt, CUSU Education Officer to act as seconder.
Presented by Evie:
The motion relates to a pHD student from Trinity. Personally, already involved in work with the university regarding the issue over the summer as felt it was my responsibility to look over students and although not mandated, falls within my job title. As already supporting, it makes sense to mandate.
Questions:
Joe Foye: How would we intend to distribute information about the gofundme, would we put a link with the information? Will need to do in a way that doesn’t put undue pressure on people to contribute.
A: it would be in the announcements not sure how much emphasis is put on that by most people so unlikely to put much pressure on people.
Emrys, Disabled Students Officer: unlikely to put pressure on people if just added to the announcement.
Molly O’Brian: As long as the wording is simple and doesn’t say ‘you should contribute’ should be fine
Speeches against: None
Summary by proposer:
Firstly, anyone can submit anything to be put in the bulletin, it does not have to be mandated to be put in and secondly, the university is currently reviewing policy on students working abroad and so will update in due course.
Vote:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Unanimously voted in favour, motion passes.



